The ABCs of Reality with America's
Urban Public Schools

By: Kermeth Colvin, Jr.

Well, it's arother school year for our children across America, as they now
eagerly prepare themselves for the hectic upcoming academic year. They are finally
settling down from the memorable exciting summer ard focusing themselves on their
studies,

Recently, just before the United States Supreme Court recessed for the summer
break, the politically divided justices had rendered two critical decisions that
has basically turmed the clock back on public school diversification, Pre-Brown
v. Board of Bducation. The highest court in the Nation, who was sharply divided
5-4, with the liberal justices disseriting, decided in both, Meredith v. Jefferson
Counity Board of Bducation ard Parents Irwolved in Community Schools v. Saattle
School, Distict No. 1, that public school's administrators could rot take race
into accourt when creating diversity policies of its schools. U.S. Supreme Court
Chief Justice, John Roberts who written the majority opirion stated, "“The way to
stop discrimiration on the basis of race is to stop discrimirating .on the basis
of race.” I had found his view on race-based discrimination exceptiorally
interesting, corsidering America's historical track record on the issue of race
ard discrimiration, particularly from the traditional conservatives. I worder if

~These two troubling, but rot surprising decisions are just arother rail in
the coffin for the advancement of Civil Rights in America.
Fifty three’has passed since the historical lardmark decision of Brown v. Board
of Education, and as we have witnessed, rothirng has significantly charged for
America's public schools. The schools across the mation are still segregated than
ever before. The school systems in which our children attend are still inferior
to most of their caucasian counterpart's public schools. Ard African American
childrent still have found themselves attending these extremely depressing school
houses that are dilapidated and totally unsafe. I often wonder, "Why is that?"
Why is it, that after fifty years, the quality of public education for African
American children in predomirately segregated schools is essentially in the same
state of emergercy as it was before the Brown decision, How is it, that after fifty
years, the dropout rate among African American children is just above fifty percent;
with some of America’s urban’ school districts being identified. as "Dropout
Factories". Why is it, that each and every year when we read the local rewspapers,
uatd:ﬂx‘elocalrmarﬂhstm_boﬂaloqalreﬁsmdmsutmmuw
to reporting the plight of its urban schools, it is the same exact story: "The
school district is in search of a rew school superintendent, the school buildings
are 'extremely poor cordition, lack of proper furding, overcrowding, poor quality
teachers, school closures, low ratioral stardardized test scores/results, rightfully
concerned and disgruntled parents ard students Jabout the substardard education
dtheir school districts are providing, and the list goes on ard on. Whether it is
in Detroit, Flint, Grand Rapids, Lansirg, or New York City, Chicago, Philadelphia,
New Orleans and Oaklard, Califorria, it all has the same rirng. while on the other
hard with wrcaucasiancomtet?arts, we naelver hear of these never-ending iaﬁ
of concerns coming from America's poor rural ard working-class suburban caucas
‘commrities. You have to asked yourself, “Why is that?"
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I guess what I am trying to get at folks, "when are we, as African Americans
going to wake up and realize that we are allowing ourselves to be 'played' once
again by virtually the same system that has been’existence the day our forefathers
~southarn plartations and started ‘so-called' receiving

short ad U.S Bureau of Refugees, Freedman, and
Land Agercy." An agency which was established by Congress in 1865 and
discontiruwed in 1872 after heavily staurch protest from the Christian corsexvative
confederate southerr: ‘who vehemaritly opposed the “Freedman Bureau" program, who

icari American colleges and universities during ths
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Administration "pushed", and congress bi-partisan supported No Child Left Behird
Actofzom,1tw1ubwan:rettyclaartomthatthemmreautyismthmg
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dcrs:lnthepast wher examining both programs ard its significant success
overwhelmirgly towards African Americans and its children, you will realize that
hasn't been ary, From the Freedman program, it basically established the
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children, thus, totally igroring the original program’ that started it all: The
inferior system that most of cur today's children has fallen victim to. From the

results of these many failed policies, we as an African American Nation has, ard.

contirme to Sufferaswerowwewiu\mnyofamscrsarﬂdmxghtets,ﬁbhasbem
adults ard riow are !'xigh-ssd'tool dropouts, living in poverty, unemployed, uneducated,
in poor health and occupyirng mary of America's prisors -which the U.S. Justice

critical-mirded t.hu'ﬂee*s, but in fact, exploiting the ch:lldren, as they are force
mmredfo:agwenjmtrequiredstardardized test, This policy does rothing
to " ,stimﬂaha,mdemoumgew:duldmnboleamlnfact,itdoas
ami.varsaluﬂ.fomozﬂer, pattem,ar!cu:mla,irsteadofthimitgardestabnshirg
new orders, patterns or formulas, The current system of teaching is basically
opaohtetoﬁusapbisticatad, more advance world of information 'globalization,
Bill Gates, ﬂnoo—fmrderofmc:osoft,hadspdtemﬂusismaswan He

said, "America's high schools are cbsolete, By obsolete, I @on't just mean that
our high schools are hroker, flawedorwdetfurded ~though a case could bé made
ven

for every ond of thosé points. By obsolete, I mean that our high schools -e
wher) they're warking n&sig‘eﬂ-wmtteadnaxkidsmatthey*medto
;gday._ﬂefarﬂnr;lid ﬂnttodayozhh%ghschoolsmtadesigrsd or the world of
years where y one third gh . school graduates are auﬁfu y ready for
ar?quute,‘andt!n_othertwothj,rdstwadded, "mos 3 i;.,.y 4rx
andminantysttdanta,mttgdmdintocmrmt&h wor't ever ge
for college or prepare them for a family-wage job, no matter how well the students
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learn or the teachiers teach." Gates corcluded his discussion by saying, "This isn't
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an accident or a flaw in the system, it 'is' the system."

As it currently stards based on Gates' honest -and in my opinion, trustworthy
findings, our children are doomed for failure that first day they enter the
classroom, Then we all worder why.so many «©of our children become so discormected
with learning about time they enter high school. It's because they are rot being
challenged, intellectually, We must remember, most children do rot kriow that thsy
have what Dr, Carter G. Woodson (founder of Black History Week, now Black History
Month) pointed out in his famous book, The Miseducation of the Negro, "The spark
of genius", It is our obligation to discover this “spark" in each ard every ane
of our children.

I believe another contributing factor to the rapid erosion of public education
in America, and that has to do with the.age of irdustrial mass producticn. Befores
the 1980s, an average person could in.fact secure an exceptionally well: paying
livirg-wage job to support a family on, without a college degree or a high ‘school
diploma, just by simply filling out jan applicaticn at ore of the big: three
_autogoive ma ctering -comparigs. -Orce: a «persor ~became ~a uricn member, —he-or ~
she was basically set with'a secured career. in the auto irdustry. The jobs orily
required physical labor without any independent. irtellectual creative thirking

in order to carry out mary of the tasks. You just simply followed a  compary
uniformed system, in a formal structural pattern, to produce a product., Simple.
But with today's global ecoromy, the system of industrial mass production,  which
has beens the ecoromic backbone of America's middle-class every since the early
1900s, is mo longer ecoromically practical to mary of America's corporations whom
row ‘fourd it more profitable in relocating their marmfacturing operations i
economically developing .ratiors, like China, Indoresia ard Malaysia. ' Tharefore, '
with the massive de-irdustrialization of major predomirantly African Americaniurban
cities, African Americars, as well as some caucasians has suffered tremendously
as both have fournd themsélves fighting for jobs that were once considered by most
Americaris -stardards distasteful ard repugrant -prisons/corrections. As a result
of the irdustrial mass production system and its exodus, ard row -with  the
establishment in the globalization irdustrial mass productior -which ‘has been
resparsible, in part, for creatirg tens of millions of middle-class families in
Chira alone, America, particularly urban African Americans ard rural caucasians
has found themselves in a dire situation of high uremployment and crime, especially
ir: the eastern and midwest regions where the irdustrial mass production. irdustries
were very prevalent. Because of the lack .of krowledge in my opinion, in world
socioeconomics, political scierce and sociology, the many.  Americans whom heavily .
ately believed that the jobs would
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. Aucation in order ‘to survive in the row digital ”

Receritly I read a book called, The World Philosophers: The Tives, Times . ard .
Ideas of the Great Ecoromic Thirkers (6th Bdition) by Robert L. Heilbrooer, and
in Ch .3, "“he Worderful World of Adam Smith", the author 'revealed an
extremely enlightening opinion from legerdary British Bcoromist, Adam Smith, who
written the famous book -which is corsidered an ecoromic literary classic, "The
Wealth of Nations". Hellbrorer said, “He [Smith) warns, for example, of the
stultifyirg effect of mass producticr.  'The urderstardings of the greater part,
of mer are necessarily formed in their employments, The man whose whole 1life is
spert in performing a few simple oparations...generally becomes as stupid ard
igrorant as it is possible for a human creature to become' ... "unless the
govercmert: takes some pains to prevent it.'" According to Heilbrorer, Smith was
in favor of public education, as Heilbroner said, "...to raise the citizenry above
the mere uncompreherding cogs in a vast machire."
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. Since am of America's fourding fathers arnd former president of the United
States, Thomas Jefferson created America's first public schools over 200 years
ago, America's education icnstitutions has become one of the world's firest, as
it has produced same of the greatest contemporary intellectual mirds krown to modern
man, But for some strange reason, America, with its world finest educatioral system,
can rot ssem to solve the problems that ails America's Urban public schools, Why
is that? As I written in my forthcoming untitled book, the solution to the problem
um:mmmmmmmm'smmmﬁ, top
business professionals, engireers, scientists, doctors, and best minded intellectual
thirkers -the one-third system that Gates addre , ard simply institute it into
the two-third system of public educaticn, ard stop creating policies and laws,
like the No Child Left Behirnd Act, which has dore rothing to successfully solve
the problem with urban public education, ard has dore rothing more than used our

dxﬂd:mashmnupanmnrqu;ma . Just like the Freedman's Bureau
éoi!ugranarga&tha !go mftaeh:lrdmummautya
~lobbyists are M\dﬂa”“ g 111crso£taxpayers‘ dollars

thatmavailablaaachyaa; Evm?rasidentﬁeotgamsh'smfnemsm
profiting from the Act, ircluding his buddy, Rardy Best, whom started his compary
offﬂnhnauvafedatauyfmdedmadqumcaued “"Reading Fivst", before
ha had sold it, according to mm;rdmmﬁoramtedlys%omuxmm
just think, we forever hear racist political babble coming from the
cornservative right or white mtiarn'nst:v regards to how Affirmative Actions.
Prorgrams, quotas, set asides ard the like are rothing more than entitlement
programs that in turns discrimirates towaxrds others, particularly caucasian
Americans, yet America's crigiral entitlement program, "The Good-old White Boys
ustwo:k"isstmformxuvearxiwau

It is just like the brother Chris Gardner (who was orce homeless before he
becaze a succzssful miltimillioramire stock irwestor and written his autobiography,

“e Pursuit of Happyress") has always said, "The cavalry is rot coming to save
usi" We must save ourseives! We must stop pelying on goverrment to solve our

many problems, including education, We have the best minds to asolve ocur oun
pmblem The problem is, we do rot use them., By today's standards, we should be
producitg irrovators ard entrepreneurs who will grov up and create powerful = &
corporatiors that will employ of our Scientists, doctors, ard F

uremployad,
engireers who will create ard rew ideas (medicine, techrology, and
bintedmlogy/blemedidm)mwlvethommmmmt has ailed the
But in crder for the ™audacity of hope™ to come we 3¢ oust
step up to the plate ard demand these cha s, OF :
of urban public education, which teaches our children to thirk inside the box,
as oppose to outside of it, This is the ABCs of reality with Amsrica's urban public
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